
 GUIDELINES TO BUILDING A HOME 
 IN CALHOUN COUNTY 
 
 
SITE APPROVAL 
 
 Present a copy of the recorded plat of your property to the Building Department.  Your 
plat will be reviewed by the Building Official and/or Planning Administrator to determine if the 
property is suitable for the type of construction you are proposing.  Items such as drainage, 
easements, set-backing, etc., will be checked for compliance with building codes and County 
ordinances.  Once you have site approval, you will need to apply to DHEC for a soil evaluation 
test (Fee $150). 
 
BUILDING PERMIT 
 
 Prior to any construction, you must first obtain a building permit from the Building 
Department.  To obtain the permit, you will need the following: 
 
 1. A copy of the installer’s copy of the septic permit; 
 2. A plot plan; 
 3. Two (2) copies of the building plans; 
 4. Completed building permit application; 
 5. A copy of the contractor’s State license (not required if homeowner is doing his 

own work; however, sub-contractors will need to be licensed) 
 
BUILDING PLANS 
 
 The building plans submitted need to show the following: 
 
 1. Floor plan indicating exterior and interior walls; 
 2. Location of all electrical devices, panels, etc.  GFI receptacles need to be 

identified; 
 3. Location of plumbing fixtures; 
 4. Footings, foundation, and wall detail; 
 5. Location of smoke detectors; 
 6. Size of doors and windows 
 
 One set of plans will be returned with notations of any changes or clarifications when the 
permit is issued. 
 
YARD CARD 
 
 A yard card will be issued and must be displayed at the job site in a readily visible 
location (protection from the weather will be needed).  All inspection notices will be left where 
the yard card is posted unless someone is at the job site to receive the notice. 
 



INSPECTIONS 
 
 A series of inspections must be made on the project during construction.  It is up to the 
contractor/owner to schedule these inspections by contacting the Building Department.  When 
requesting an inspection, please be ready to furnish the permit number and/or the name in which 
the permit was issued.  The Building Department will make every effort to make inspections 
promptly and no later than 72 hours after they are called in and the results will be left at the job 
site. The Building Department does NOT call the owner/applicant with the results of the 
inspection.  The necessary inspections are as follows: 
 
 1.     Temporary Power :  Please try to coordinate this inspection with footing/slab 
inspection. 
  
 2.     Footing/Slab:  After the footing/slab is dug, reinforcement, bulkheads, step-downs, 
etc. are in place.  Install two (2) #4 rebar set on chairs overlapped two (2) feet.  Rebar must make 
turns around corners.  If a slab, under slab plumbing is to be installed with a leak test.  Please try 
to coordinate this inspection with the temporary power inspection. 
 
 3.     Foundation:  When the foundation is complete, blocks grouted, anchors in place, 
vents as required, crawl space clear and graded.  Use type “S” mortar mix on bearing foundation 
and piers. 
 
 4.     Rough-in:  When home is framed, roofed, windows and doors in place, electrical, 
mechanical and plumbing rough-ins are complete.  A leak test is required on plumbing at this 
time. Do not install insulation. 
 
 5.     Insulation:  All insulation that is to be covered by a finished wall and inaccessible 
areas that is to be covered by a finished ceiling. 
 
 6.     Final – Electrical Release:  When the home is completely insulated, sheetrock is 
complete, all electrical devices are in place or wire ends protected and smoke detectors are 
installed.  If all of the above conditions are met, the Building Department will authorize 
temporary power to the home.  This is not an approval to occupy or move into the home. 
 
 7.     Certificate of Occupancy:  This is the last inspection.  This home should have 
everything completed inside and out other than landscaping.  If you are an owner building your 
own home, a disclosure statement must be on file with the Register of Deeds Office, and a 
recorded copy must be given to the Building Department.  If all of the above conditions are met, 
the home may be occupied and the Building Department will authorize permanent power to the 
home.  A Certificate of Occupancy (C.O.) will be issued at this time.  
 
 

 The Building Department will make any other inspections that you feel are necessary. 
 
 
 



CORRECTIONS REQUIRED 
 
 If any inspection reveals that a correction is required, the inspector will leave a copy of 
the necessary correction/corrections at the job site.  The corrections need to be performed before 
any other work continues.  You must call for a re-inspection!  You will receive one re-inspection 
free.  Additional re-inspections are $25.00 each. 
 
 It is important to know that just because you have been allowed to proceed after an 
inspection that everything may not be perfect.  There may be additional corrections required if 
the inspector finds another problem during another inspection, even if it pertains to a previous 
inspection.  Every effort is made to avoid this happening.  The contractor is also responsible to 
ensure that all codes are met. 
 
LICENSE AND PERMITS REQUIRED 
 
 Contractor and sub-contractors must be licensed by the State of South Carolina and on 
file in the Building Department.  Permits for all trades must be issued prior to the starting of any 
work.  If you are a homeowner, you may do your work, but permits are still required. 
 
CODES IN FORCE 
 
1. 2006 International Residential Code and the 2003 International Residential Plumbing, 

Mechanical, Fuel Gas, and Fire Codes; * 
 
2. 2008 National Electrical Code.* 
 
 *All South Carolina amendments to these codes apply. 
 


